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Ht 0, Frederick, i-id. 21701 
3/31/73 

Dear Mr. Fraser, 

In writing tho letter that accompanied the boolca I remembered incorrectly which 
ol my irienda ia a friend of yours. Afterward I remembered that it io Ion McDonald. 

'fhe opening of your letter of the 23rd oarries ne back many years. They seem much 
more distant than they are because of their intensity and because of the kind of years 
they have been. Because you deal with books and with young people, I’ll explain wliy, as 
1 see it, I did have trouble getting to the public through .personal appearances. 

ft is not because there was no interest in tho subject. All The Establishments were 
against any airing'. Whitewash is probably the most rejected book in history. There was 
no single editorial rejection, no single serious editorial criticism. In every case the 
refusal to publish was a policy decision. In a remarkable percentage of the cases there 
was suificiont honesty lor tliis to bo explicit. The most common reason given me is that 
there was no interest in the subject. Nobody believed it. The reason was fear of the 
government, an instinctive fear. After I brought it out as an "underground" book, of which 
I believe it was the first, many of the publishers who had infused to publish it came up 
to me at the AHA convention and congratulated me for it. Some of them remain friendly. 

The others are resentful and a bit ashamed. I had no funds at all, so no means of advertis- 
ing, no funds for public relations, and no lecture bureau. A colleague of Ian’s introduced 
me to his lecture bureau and they would not book ne. It was tho subject, and this was 
made explicit. They feared reaction against their business. To this day I have never been 
invited to make a speech at any university by tho rogular machinery for such things. I have 
made a number of college appearances, but in every case it is the students who arranged it. 
To this day 1 have never had a bad audience. The few exceptions to the rule on invitations 
to speak were whore inuiviaual professors arranged it. I recall two, both by history profs. 
If I had had a cotatercial publisher of any size, it would have boon different, as it was 
with Mark Lane. There remains considerable interest in tlie subject from my mail. But the 
major media are still apprehensive and somewhat ashamed of thoir own record. 

I do not taka offense at what you accurately describe as an insignificant offering 
jfor speaking there. I am so broke I don t think I can convey it in any meaningful way. 

•‘•his is because I liave been cheated out of large sums of honey. I have no funds with 
which to hire a lawyer. Host of all I need one in 4< ew York. I have had one there for 
more than five yeurs but he lias done nothing. I am seeking one by mail now. When they 
have to take the case without retainer, tills is no easy thing. So, that 350.00 will pay 
mo3t of the transportation costs and thus will help me got to Hew York. Once thore I can 
stay with friends. However, this will require a certain amount of flexibility andperhaps 
somo improvisation. 


Can we do iv tiiis way! you select the ia tost date you tiiink would be a good one and 
we have that in mind. In -che mean time, if I find a lawyer who will talk to ne. I’d like 
to know what mini m um notice you would need so I cun make tlio two tilings coincide. ' £ hSs if 
I do locate a lawyer, perhaps we can arrange the appearance on fairly short notice. 


Thxs is an enormous subject. It would be good to know what aspect or aspects you 
would prefer mo to adilross. In the past I have found audiences most receptive to a rela- 
tively short speeoh and a .long period for questions. I havo spent as long at 17 straight 
hours answering questions on a radio station and havo often gone four hours without run- 
ning out of questions. However, the last speech I made was a year ago. Infrequently, 
whan there was a slowing of questions, it was no trouble to improvise. N 0 dead air! 

I have an idea where Morris county is. I was stationed at Hackensack and at Whippany 
during World War II. There used to be both bus and train from New York City. 


You mention the McGraws and Nelson Doubleday. At both houses I never saw anyone. Both 
honest in rejecting the book. I’ll never forget what I was told at D oub iedays 
Our decision was not editorial and not easy to ariive at. They had a top-brass sessio^on it. 


